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subj: german nuclear reactor for Taiwan 

A GERMAN science ministry official informally requested an 
EMBASSY OFFIERR’S view on the following subject, the informa¬ 
tion is AS reported by the single officcial. no further CORROB 

TION OF THE FACTS HAS BEEN SOUGHT. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS WASHINGTON 

may have reports from other sources on this matter. 

THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA WISHES TO PURCHASE FROM THE SIEMENS 
.COMPANY ^A MULTI-PURPOSE RESEARCH REACTOR SIMILAR TO THE 50-MEGAWfiLL 

.recently^went CRITICAL at the frg-s karlsruhe research center. 

PAGE 2 RUFHOL 1183 CONFIDENTIAL 
THE COST MIGHT BE $50 MILLION. THE POSSIBILITY OF IAEA 
SAFEGUARDS WAS MENTIONED. THE FEDERAL SCONCE MINISTRY caFf 

charge of muclear matters) is strongly in favor of the sale* 

BuT THE GERMAN FONOFF REPORTEDLY IS AGAINST IT FOR "POLITICAL 
REASONS". THE SCIENCE MINISTRY WANTS TO T AKE SERIOUS ISSUE 
WITH THE FONOFF, BUT WOULD NOT BE INCLINED TO DO SO IF THE 
u.s. state department also WERE OPPOSED TO SUCH A sale ON 

POLITICAL GROUNDS. 

■ ■ ■* 

twit offth ai uHSHES TO AVOID A SITUATION WHERE THE U*S« MIGHT 
I^THE FUTURE URGE Til? .FONOFF TO RECONSIDER A POSITIVE DECISION ; 

AT I® PRESENT tine: CANCELLATION OF THE PROJECT AFTER IT WAS 
ONCE BEGUN WOULD BE BOTH PAINFUL AND COSTLY. 

ANY COMMENTS FROM ADDRESSEES ABOUT THE PROJECT Srotfc- 1 

TOWARD IT_WOULD BE APPRECIATED._EMBA.SSY WASHES MAXIMUM PROTEC-j 
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ASSOCIATED WITH “ECONOMIC 'GENERATION OF.POfERs GRC OFFICIALS ■ 7 "" 
HAVE BEEN IN ' CONTACT, NITH SIEMENS AND REPORTEDLY, A SURVEY ' /: X 
CONTRACT WAS SIGNED BY.THE? PRESIDENT, OF TAIWAN POWER COMPANY ^ ■ 
WHILE. HE WAS IN WEST GERMANY., Ir MARCH -1965* AS.. A BEMBER OF K 0 

IS SRC.ECONOfUCMSSlONTOEUROPIli/SURVEY :C ON TRACT qALLS ; jl; 
FOR. SIEMENS TECHNICIANS5Ta. CONDUCT..SITE INVESTIGATIONS IN il -& 
JAIWAN, IN ;JUNE, 1.966 PRIOR:TO TAIPOWER*S,PURCHASE 'OF REACTOR; .' - 
^ACTOR WOULD. PROBABLY. BE^0MW : HEAVY* WATER MODERATED'REACTOR >■ : 
COSTING., AP PR OX IM ATELY^US $60 MILLION" WHICH “ T AIPOWER WOULD { 17y 

USE FOR POWER GENERATION “AND tIRC MILITARY .RESEARCH INSTITUTE "H ' 
WOULD: USE SPENT. FUEL ?FOR’:NUCLEAR 7 :WEAPONS RESEARCH: BY USING f * 

TAf DAMtTO A e* ntinAlf A^pn, Atom' __ 7 __ ■■ 


jTAI POWER AS PURCHASER AND .STATING. REACTOR WAS. FOR POWER 
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IT Al POWER . REPRESS N T AT IV E 
'wo PROPOSED^ INLAND SITES 


: KAO ASKED IAEA MISSION 
i FOR SMALL NUCLEAR-REACTOR-0M -WHICH TAlPOtfER HAD'CCCT 

pjtmsmm wmj g ffiSgggifc 


.3. FROM ABOVE" IT;.SECOMIHQ:,APPARENT GRC HAY t£LL 
v HAVE DECIDED LAUNCH PROGRAM .“OF NUCLEAR -WEAPONS -RESEARCH^ 
i AND is SEEKING MEANS BY:'WHICH. NECESSARY .WHEREWITHALL^CAN 
WE OBTAINED,, HOPEFULLY^ITH I AEA* APPROVAL.. AtKL~lHfi>ER <5BXSE 
■OF-POWER GENERATION, „ 

Uo EMBASSY BELIEVES WEST GERMANS SHOULD-BE 
DISSUADED FROM.CONSUMMfltlNG"'SALE*. SUGGEST WEST, •GERMANS 
MAY BE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE. POSITION WITH':GRC, INTER ALIA, 
vTHaT SALE SUCH SEiALL REACTOR WHOSE COST" WOULD BE 
^APPROXIMATELY S600 PER KILOWATT: v IS MOST, UNECONOMIC• : 

J‘ r ; ' + - . ■ ’ ■ - - * - . ^ ■ r - ,L ■ 

/Ihumwel 




Dodd: 32449310 



WRfWSOCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHt'/cG 


EUR 

Info 

G 

FE 

10 

INR 

CIA 

NSA 

AGDA 

SCI 

AID 

E 

. WHB 
> JtSlP 


DECLASSirlEO 
ALticnr/ ^y^_0 ?5?M 
By _Tj-T nARA DtelsZfa 


ING TELEGRAM Department of State 




CONFIDENTIAL 


SA A 3 


dLjv 


NNNNTRFVV* FHE 847 LA 974 

DE RnrUn, "SP* 13 RUflL01 "UASTP 
DE RUFHOL 673 1051625 ^ 

Z NY CCCCC 

R 151600Z APR ' ' * 

FM AMEMBASSY <B0NM> 

to ROEHC/SECSTATE WASHDcdiiS 
INFO RUFHBS/AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS USFCiAS^C I \ 
■PUFNCR/AMEMEIASSY PARIS 1183 “ 5 1 » 

ruastp/amembassy Taipei six V 

RUALOT/AMEMBASSY TOKYO 55 A - f 

RUEPXO/aEO GERMANT 0 U 4 , 

STATE grnc / U _ /- 3 , 

BT / A & & IS O & f y 




CONFIDE 1 N 


I A L^F 


1966 APR 15 PM I M 

3 , [ 


PRIL 15 .^ 


REF: EMBTEL 31*00; TOKYO’S 3470, TAIPEI «S' Ifftjg, BRUSSELS ECBUS 8 J 

^ i * [-rv\ ■ * r —l a _ _ 


jtgjh S UBJ: german nuclear reactor Ior Taiwan 

* following IS an APPllWT nr pba v.' — 


to L the 1 embassy N by C a U german F officiau CLEAR discussions flS given 


)°ll 

, — £)' : 

V 




STUDY, 


.• VIEW OF POSSIBLE EFFECTS ON FRG RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE USSR 
AND RED CHINA. r . ----- 


SIEMENS TtyEN APPROACHED THE SCIENCF MINISTRY WHICH PAUnpc* tup 

UNDfeR'^lAEA .SAFEGUARDS. THE GRC IS APPARENTLY AGREEABLE.* 

THE SCIENCE MINISTRY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE PROCEDURE for t »r« 
SAFEGUARDS CAN CONSIST SIMPLY 0 .F A BIL ATERAL**AGREFMENT^iiftufpm 
IAEA AND GRC, WITHOUT INVOLVING A DIRECT FRG-GRC SAFEGUARD 
RELATIONSHIP of any KIND. THE SCIENCE MINISTRY THUS fr?qS??^rn 
PR^SS THE FONOFF TO ItJftfeM THE GRC THAT/EXPORT APPROVAL wf. L 

?HE G REaCTOR TE THF I nS 6 c ; ?pd^ GRC ' IaFa s/fEGUARDS AGREE^NT COVERING 
«S T0R * < THE NEXT STEPS WOULD BE 1 ») COMPLETION OF THF nEGTCN 
STUDY BY SIEMENS; 1 ) SIGNING * 0 F THE CONTRACT IetWEEN GR^ aSo 
SIEMENS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE REACTOR; 3 ) REACTOR CnScrmroT tom. 

«pS!S°K R i CT J! Q ° F * r|JEL ELCMPNT CONSTRUCTION BY S^lHfc'NS k 
PERHAPS TO NUKEM, AND 5 ) OPERATION B/ THE GRC. ,* 
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-2- 3292, APRIL 15, FROM: BONN 


THE REACTOR IN QUESTION IS NATURAL URANIUM OXIDE-FUELED, 

,and THE GRC OR NUKEM WOULD NOT BE RESTRICTED to dealing with 
’SUPPLIER'S OF ENRICHED URANIUM FOR FUEL. 


THE OFFICIAL RE-ITERaTED .THAT IF THE US GOVERNMENT HAS SERIOUS 
OBJECTIONS (NOT OF A COMMERCIAL NATURE) TO SUCH A SAllE, THE 
SCIENCE MINISTRY WOULD LIKELY NOT PRESS FOR A .FAVORABLE DECISION, 
BY THE FDNOFF. 

4 i * 

EMBASSY HAS NOT COMMUNICATED CONTENTS OF REFTELS TO MINISTRY, 

BUT IS AWAITING DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE. 

HILLEN.BRAND * . • „• t _ __ 
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